PACKAGE AND METHOD OF PACKAGING A PRODUCT 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to packaging. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to interactive 
packaging and methods of packaging products . 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Interactive packaging is any packaging that contains a 
product and also enables a person to handle or operate the 
product without opening the packaging. Interactive packaging 
may be made of cardboard, plastic, other materials, and 
combinations of materials. 

[0003] Blister packages are transparent or translucent 
plastic packages commonly used to contain and display a 
variety of products- A blister package usually includes a 
front plastic panel and a back plastic panel. The front and 
back panels can be sealed along their edges to form an 
enclosure, and one or both panels are molded to conform to a 
portion of the product contained within the package, 

[0004] Some blister packages are interactive, such as blister 
packages for staple guns that surround the product on three 
sides these packages have not been optimized for products 
having a main body and a handle extending substantially 
transversely from the body. Such products include a wide 
variety of tools such as glue guns, power hand drills, 
hammers, mallets, axes, etc. With respect to glue guns and 
power hand drills, there exists a need for an interactive 
package that allows a user to handle or operate the glue gun 
or power hand drill and activate the trigger mechanism on the 
glue gun or handle drill. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The present invention provides a package for products 
having a body and a handle extending substantially 
transversely from the body. In preferred embodiments, the 
package is an interactive blister package. 

[0006] According to one or more embodiments, a package for a 
product is provided, the product having a main body and a 



handle extending substantially transversely from the body. 
According to these embodiments, the package comprises a back 
panel and a front panel configured to cooperate with the back 
panel to form an enclosure and surround at least a portion of 
the main body to secure the product in the enclosure such 
that the handle is exposed so that a person can grip the 
handle of the product. 

[0007] According to other embodiments, an interactive package 
for displaying a product having a main body and a handle 
extending substantially transversely from the main body is 
provided. According to these embodiments^ the interactive 
package comprises a generally planar first panel configured 
to cooperate with a generally planar second panel to form an 
enclosure around at least a portion of the main body of the 
product. The enclosure has a top portion, a bottom portion, 
a first side portion, and a second side portion, the first 
side portion extending between the top and bottom portions 
and defining inner and outer edges. The second side portion 
has a cutout extending through a central portion thereof and 
substantially to the inner edge of the first side portion. 
The enclosure has a first space within the top portion for 
securing the body between the first and second panels such 
that the handle is exposed so that a person can grip the 
handle . 

[0008] According to still other embodiments, a method of 
packaging and displaying a product having a main body and a 
handle extending substantially transversely from the main 
body is provided. The method comprises enclosing at least a 
portion of the main body of the product in a package having 
first and second panels cooperating to define a space to hold 
at least a portion the main body of the product such that the 
product is secured in the package and the handle is exposed 
and a user can grip the handle of the product. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] A more complete appreciation of the subject matter of 
the present invention and the various advantages thereof can 
be realized by reference to the following detailed 
description in which reference is made to the accompanying 

drawings in which: 

[0010] Figure 1 is an exploded perspective view of a 

package according to one embodiment of the invention; 

[0011] Figure 2 is a front view of a package for a glue 

gun in accordance with one embodiment of the present 

invention; 

[0012] Figure 3 is a back view of the package shown in 
Figure 2; 

[0013] Figure 4 is an edge view of package shown in Figure 
2; 

[0014] Figure 5 is a front view of second embodiment of a 
package for a glue gun in accordance with the present 
invention; and 

[0015] Figure 6 is a back view of the package shown in 
Figure 5 . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

[0016] Before describing several exemplary embodiments of 
the invention, it is to be understood that the invention is 
not limited to the details of construction or process steps 
set forth in the following description. The invention is 
capable of other embodiments and of being practiced or 
carried out in various ways. 

[0017] In overview, one or more embodiments of the 
invention relates to a package and a method for holding a 
product having a main body and a handle extending 
substantially transversely from the main body. Such products 
can include but are not limited to hammers, mallets, axes, 
corded and cordless power drills, and corded and cordless 
glue guns . 
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[0018] Referring to the drawings and first to Figures 1^4, 
one or more embodiments of the invention relate to a package 
10 for a product 12. The product 12 has a main body 14 and a 
handle 16 extending substantially transversely from the main 
body 14. The package 10 comprises at least a first generally 
planar panel, which in the embodiment shown is back panel 18 
and a second generally planar panel, which in the embodiment 
shown is a front panel 20 configured to cooperate with the 
back panel 18 to form an enclosure and surround at least a 
portion of the main body 14 to secure the product 12 in the 
enclosure such that the handle 16 is exposed so that a person 
can grip the handle of the product. 

[0019] According to certain embodiments, the handle 16 has 
a tip 24 defining a bottom portion of the product 12 and the 
enclosure surrounds at least a portion of the tip 24. In the 
embodiments shown, the package is substantially C-shaped, and 
the enclosure surrounds a portion of the handle such that an 
opening 26 is provided between the package 10 and the handle 
16. The opening 26 is sized to allow a person's hand to grip 
the handle while the product is enclosed in the package. In 
preferred embodiments, at least one of the panels, and 
preferably the front panel 20 is transparent or translucent . 
Preferably, the front panel and back panel are joined along 
at least one edge. In preferred embodiments, the product 12 
includes a glue gun as shown in the Figures. The package 10 
may further be configured to enclose accessories for the glue 
gun . 

[0020] According to certain embodiments, the enclosure has 
a top portion 30, a bottom portion 32, a first side portion 
34 and a second side portion 36, the first side portion 34 
extending between the top portion 30 and the bottom portion 
32. The first side portion 34 defines outer edge 40 and 
inner edge 42. According to one or more embodiments, the 
second side portion 36 has a cutout 38 extending through a 
central portion thereof and substantially to the inner edge 



4 



42 of the first side portion 34, the enclosure having a first 
space 41 within the top portion 30 for securing the body 
between the first and second panels such that the handle 16 
is exposed so that a person can grip the handle 16. 
[0021] The package 10 is designed for mounting on a 
display rack (not shown) , and the package may be attached by 
methods known in the art such as clipping the product to the 
rack or standing the product and package on a shelf. In 
preferred embodiments, the package 10 includes at least one 
hole 22 formed near the top portion 30 of the package 10 so 
that the package can be hung on a display rack. A protrusion 
or prong from the display rack is inserted in the hole 22. 
In the embodiment shown in the Figures, a pair of holes 22 is 
provided in the top portion 30 of the package 10. In 
preferred embodiments, when the package 10 and product 12 are 
mounted on a display rack, the handle 16 extends in a 
substantial vertical direction. 

[0022] The package preferably further comprises a second 
space 43 defined in the bottom portion 32 between the first 
and second panels 18, 20 for engaging at least a portion of 
the tip 24, the first space 41 the second space 43 opening 
into the cutout 38 so that the handle 16 extends between the 
second space and the main body 14 of the product 12 and the 
handle 16 can be gripped by a person while the product 
remains secured within the enclosure formed by the package 
10. As discussed above, the product preferably includes a 
glue gun and the glue gun includes a trigger 4 6, and the 
cutout 36 is designed such that a person can grip the glue 
gun and grip the trigger 46 while the glue gun is secured in 
the package 10 . 

[0023] According to certain embodiments, the package 10 
includes at least a third space 45 defined between the first 
panel 18 and the second panel 20 configured to hold glue gun 
accessories. Such accessories may include glue supplies, 
instructions and other accessories. Figures 1-4 show a 
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corded glue gun that operates by AC power. Accordingly, a 
cord 50 extends from the tip 24 of the product 12, and is 
enclosed within a fourth space 47 between the panels 18, 20. 
In the embodiments shown in Figure 5 and 6, a cordless glue 
gun is provided. In these embodiments, spaces may be 
provided between the two panels to enclose glue gun 
accessories, batteries and a charging apparatus for the 
batteries (not shown) . 

[0024] It may also be desirable to enclose an insert 52 in 

the form of a planar sheet of material bearing indicia 
between the panels. Typically, this will be a thin sheet of 
cardboard or plastic that has printed thereon the product 
name and company information that manufactures the product. 
The sheet of cardboard or plastic may also have desirable 
product features printed thereon to call these features to 
the attention of a prospective user. It may also be 
desirable to include pictures of the product in use to 
further extol the virtues of the product. 

[0025] In use, at least a portion of the main body of the 
product is enclosed in the package so that the product is 
secured in the package and the handle is exposed and a user 
can grip the handle of the product. Preferably, at least a 
portion of the handle is enclosed in the package such that an 
opening is provided between the handle and the package so 
that a user's hand can grip the handle. 

[0026] As is known in the art, the package can be in the 
form of a blister pack, and it can be formed by methods known 
by those skilled in the art. The package may be in the form 
of what is known in the art as a clamshell package, in which 
there is a hinge on one of the edges of the package, and the 
remaining three side portions are sealed. In use, a package 
is formed by thermof orming, blow molding or other suitable 
techniques, and the product is placed in one or more 
impressions or spaces formed in one or both of the panels. 
As noted above, impressions in the panels may be formed to 
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provide spaces for the accessories such as glue supplies, 
instructions, etc. The accessories and instructions are then 
placed in the appropriate spaces. The product insert is also 
seated in one of the panels. Then, the second panel is 
aligned with the first panel and the product is sealed 
between the panels using an appropriate technique such as 
heat sealing. The heat sealing of the edges of the package 
may be achieved by radio frequency heating or any other 
suitable technique. The first and second panels may be 
formed as separate pieces or they may be formed together with 
a hinge between them as is known in the art. 

[0027] Although the invention herein has been described 
with reference to particular embodiments, it is to be 
understood that these embodiments are merely illustrative of 
the principles and applications of the present invention. It 
is therefore to be understood that numerous modifications may 
be made to the illustrative embodiments and that other 
arrangements may be devised without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the present invention as defined by the appended 
claims and their equivalents. 



7 



